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1
CONTROL DEVICE OF VEHICLE POWER
TRANSMISSION DEVICE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a national phase application of Interna-
tional Application No., filed PCT/JP2010/058674, the con-
tent of which is incorporated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a control device of a
vehicle power transmission device including a torque limiter
device and an electric motor coupled to the torque limiter
device in a power transmittable manner.

BACKGROUND ART

A vehicle power transmission device is well known that
includes a torque limiter device blocking transmission of a
torque amount exceeding a predetermined torque with opera-
tion involving differential rotation between a first rotating
member and a second rotating member and an electric motor
coupled to one of the first rotating member and the second
rotating member in a power transmittable manner. For
example, this corresponds to a driving force distribution
device described in Patent Document 1. Patent Document 1
describes that a friction clutch acting as a torque limiter
device is disposed between a motor and a planetary carrier to
allow differential rotation between the motor and the plan-
etary carrier by releasing a reverse input torque from the drive
wheel side to the planetary gear depending on magnitude of
the torque so as to alleviate the impact acting on the planetary
gear. As described above, to protect members making up a
power transmission mechanism such as a transmission from
excessive torque disturbance associated with rotation fluctua-
tion of drive wheels due to, for example, explosion fluctuation
of an engine or sudden braking, the torque limiter device
blocks transmission of a torque amount exceeding a prede-
termined torque so as to prevent such an excessive torque
from acting on the power transmission mechanism.

PRIOR ART DOCUMENTS
Patent Documents

Patent Document 1: Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publica-
tion No. 2008-64281

Patent Document 2: Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publica-
tion No. 2009-184396

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
Problems to be Solved by the Invention

The torque limiter device blocks transmission of a torque
amount exceeding a predetermined torque with operation
involving differential rotation between one rotating member
and the other rotating member making up a friction clutch and
heat is generated during operation of the torque limiter device
due to friction heat generated between the members. There-
fore, strength design of friction materials must be performed
to achieve a heat capacity resistant to a generated heat quan-
tity of the friction heat generated when the torque limiter
device operates. On the other hand, the generated heat quan-
tity is dependent on magnitude of rotation speed difference
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during operation of the torque limiter device and an operating
time of the torque limiter device, for example, and the mag-
nitude of rotation speed difference and the operating time are
dependent on magnitude and duration time of input excessive
torque. Since the excessive torque is dependent on, for
example, a vehicle running state, such as how the brake pedal
is pressed and an operating status of a known ABS for pre-
venting wheels from slipping at the time of braking, and
environmental characteristics, such as model variations of
engine and output variations due to temperature, it is difficult
to reduce the generated heat quantity. Therefore, problems
may occur that a design heat capacity of a torque limiter
device is hardly reduced and that the cost of the torque limiter
device is hardly lowered. The problems as described above
are not known.

The present invention was conceived in view of the situa-
tions and it is therefore an object of the present invention to
provide a control device of a vehicle power transmission
device capable of reducing a design heat capacity of a torque
limiter device.

Means for Solving the Problems

To achieve the object, the present invention provides a
control device of a vehicle power transmission device (a)
comprising: a torque limiter device blocking transmission of
a torque amount exceeding a predetermined torque with
operation involving differential rotation between a first rotat-
ing member and a second rotating member; and an electric
motor coupled to one of the first rotating member and the
second rotating member in a power transmittable manner,
wherein (b) when a rotation speed difference is generated
between the first rotating member and the second rotating
member due to the operation of the torque limiter device, the
electric motor is operated so as to suppress the rotation speed
difference.

The Effects of the Invention

Consequently, when the rotation speed difference is gen-
erated between the first rotating member and the second rotat-
ing member due to operation of the torque limiter device, the
electric motor is operated to suppress the rotation speed dif-
ference and, therefore, for example, the rotation speed difter-
ence in the operation state of the torque limiter device can be
reduced or the operating time of the torque limiter device can
be shortened, thereby suppressing the generated heat quantity
of the friction heat generated during operation of the torque
limiter device. Therefore, the design heat capacity of the
torque limiter device can be made smaller. As a result, the
strength design of the friction materials of the torque limiter
device can be simplified and the cost of the torque limiter
device can be reduced.

Preferably, a differential mechanism is comprised that
including three rotating elements of a first rotating element
coupled to a drive force source in a power transmittable
manner, a second rotating element coupled to the electric
motor in a power transmittable manner, and a third rotating
element coupled to drive wheels in a power transmittable
manner. Consequently, the electric motor can be operated to
suppress the rotation speed difference during operation of the
torque limiter device without effect of the inertia of the drive
force source and the generated heat quantity of the friction
heat generated during operation of the torque limiter device is
appropriately suppressed in the vehicle power transmission
device including the differential mechanism distributing the
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power of the drive force source to the electric motor side and
the drive wheel side, for example.

Preferably, the torque limiter device is disposed between
the electric motor and the second rotating element. That is, the
electric motor is coupled via the torque limiter device to the
second rotating element. Consequently, the drive force source
torque input to the torque limiter device is reduced due to the
effect of the differential mechanism as compared to the case
of disposing the torque limiter device between the drive force
source and the first rotating element, for example. Therefore,
the cost of the friction materials of the torque limiter device
dependent on a transmission torque capacity can be reduced,
for example. For example, as compared to the case of cou-
pling the electric motor via the differential mechanism to one
of'the first rotating member and the second rotating member
of the torque limiter device in a power transmittable manner,
the electric motor is more easily operated to suppress the
rotation speed difference during operation of the torque lim-
iter device.

Preferably, the operation of the torque limiter device is
determined based on a rotation speed difference between an
actual rotation speed of the electric motor and a rotation speed
of'the second rotating element calculated from correlation of
rotation speeds of the first to third rotating elements, and
wherein if the operation of the torque limiter device is deter-
mined, the electric motor is operated such that the actual
rotation speed of the electric motor is varied to the calculated
rotation speed of the second rotating element. Consequently,
the electric motor can more appropriately be operated to
suppress the rotation speed difference during operation of the
torque limiter device toward zero, for example.

Preferably, an electric motor for running coupled to the
drive wheels in a power transmittable manner is further com-
prised, wherein when the electric motor is operated so as to
suppress the rotation speed difference, output of the electric
motor for running is suppressed. Consequently, for example,
in the vehicle power transmission device including the difter-
ential mechanism distributing the power of the drive force
source to the electric motor side and the drive wheel side and
the electric motor for running capable of being driven by
using the generated electric power of the electric motor gen-
erated from the power of the drive force source, the electric
motor can be operated to suppress the rotation speed differ-
ence during operation of the torque limiter device without
effect of the inertia of the drive force source and the generated
heat quantity of the friction heat generated during operation
of the torque limiter device is appropriately suppressed.
While the electric motor is operated to suppress the rotation
speed difference during operation of the torque limiter
device, for example, the electric generation by the electric
motor is suppressed or the electric motor cannot generate
electricity because of the power running of the electric motor
and for example, if the electric motor for running is driven in
this state, more electric power is used from the battery (the
electric storage device) or only the electric power from the
battery is used and, in this regard, since the output from the
electric motor for running is suppressed, the power consump-
tion of the battery can be suppressed. When the differential
action of the differential mechanism is used for mechanically
transmitting a main portion of the power from the drive force
source to the drive wheels and for electrically transmitting the
remaining portion of the power from drive force source the by
using the electric path from the electric motor to the electric
motor for running and the battery, the differential mechanism
can be allowed to function as an electric stepless transmission
with a gear ratio changed electrically.
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Preferably, the differential mechanism is a planetary gear
device having three rotating elements of a sun gear, a carrier,
and a ring gear, and wherein the three rotating elements are
the first to third rotating elements. Consequently, the differ-
ential mechanism is reduced in dimension in the shaft center
direction, for example. The differential mechanism is simply
made up of the planetary gear device.

Preferably, the differential mechanism has a differential
state controlled by controlling an operating state of the elec-
tric motor. Consequently, for example, in the vehicle power
transmission device allowing the differential mechanism to
function as an electric stepless transmission, the generated
heat quantity of the friction heat generated during operation
of the torque limiter device is appropriately suppressed.

Preferably, the drive force source is an engine, wherein the
electric motor has a function as a starting motor rotationally
driving the engine during start of the engine, wherein if the
torque limiter device is in operation during the start of the
engine, an output torque of the electric motor for rotationally
driving the engine is reduced toward zero. Consequently, for
example, although the separation of the electric motor from
the engine inertia may cause the runaway of'the electric motor
if the torque limiter device is activated in association with
engine explosion (ignition) at the start of the engine when the
engine is rotationally driven by the electric motor, the reduc-
tion of the output torque of the electric motor toward zero
suppresses the runaway of the electric motor and unnecessary
power consumption is suppressed in the battery supplying
electric power to the electric motor.

Preferably, during the start of the engine, the operation of
the torque limiter device is determined based on whether a
predetermined value is exceeded by an actual value of a
rotation speed change rate of the electric motor when the
engine is rotationally driven by the electric motor, and
wherein if the operation of the torque limiter device is deter-
mined, the output torque of the electric motor is reduced
toward zero. Consequently, for example, as compared to the
case of determining the operation of the torque limiter device
based on the rotation speed difference between the actual
rotation speed of the electric motor and the rotation speed of
the second rotating element calculated from the correlation of
rotation speeds of the first to third rotating elements, i.e., for
example, as compared to the determination of the operation
using various signals exchanged through multiplex commu-
nication, the operation can be determined by using the signal
concluded by only the electric motor, resulting in earlier
determination of the operation of the torque limiter device.
Therefore, the runaway of the electric motor is further sup-
pressed and the unnecessary power consumption is further
suppressed in the battery supplying electric power to the
electric motor.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic for explaining an example of a trans-
mission mechanism disposed on a vehicle to which the
present invention is applied.

FIG. 2 is a collinear diagram capable of representing the
relative relationships of the rotation speeds of the rotating
elements in the transmission mechanism of FIG. 1 on straight
lines.

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of a main portion of the
torque limiter device of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a diagram for explaining signals input to and
signals output from the electronic control device disposed on
the vehicle.
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FIG. 5 is a functional block diagram for explaining a main
portion of the control function of the electronic control
device.

FIG. 6 is a diagram of an example of an optimal fuel
consumption rate curve of the engine.

FIG. 7 is a diagram of an example depicted on a collinear
diagram in the case of input of an excessive engine explosion
torque.

FIG. 8 is a diagram of an example depicted on a collinear
diagram in the case of sudden braking of the vehicle.

FIG. 9 is a flowchart for explaining a main portion of the
control operation of the electronic control device, i.e., the
control operation for reducing the design heat capacity of the
torque limiter device.

FIG. 10 is a diagram of an example depicted on a collinear
diagram in the case of input of excessive engine explosion
torque at the start of the engine.

FIG. 11 is a functional block diagram for explaining a main
portion of a control function of the electronic control device
and depicts another embodiment corresponding to the func-
tional block diagram of FIG. 5.

FIG. 12 is a flowchart for explaining a main portion of the
control operation of the electronic control device, i.e., the
control operation for suppressing the runaway of the first
electric motor at the start of the engine.

MODES FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

Preferably, an engine, i.e., an internal combustion engine,
such as a gasoline engine and a diesel engine is widely used as
the drive force source. The electric motor for running etc.,
may be used as an auxiliary drive force source in addition to
the engine.

Preferably, the torque limiter device is desirably disposed
between the electric motor and the second rotating element;
however, the torque limiter device may have a form disposed
between the drive force source and the second rotating ele-
ment.

Preferably, the vehicle power transmission device is desir-
ably configured to include the differential mechanism; how-
ever, the vehicle power transmission device may have a form
configured to include a transmission mechanism such as a
planetary gear type automatic transmission, a belt type con-
tinuously variable transmission, and a traction type continu-
ously variable transmission instead of this differential mecha-
nism. If the vehicle power transmission device is configured
to include such a transmission mechanism, for example, the
torque limiter device is disposed between the drive force
source and the transmission mechanism and the electric
motor is coupled in a power transmittable manner to a rotating
member of the torque limiter device closer to the drive force
source.

Embodiments of the present invention will now be
described in detail with reference to the drawings.

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 is a schematic for explaining a transmission mecha-
nism 14 making up a portion of a vehicle power transmission
device (hereinafter, the power transmission device) 12 dis-
posed on a vehicle 10 (see FIG. 5) to which the present
invention is applied. In FIG. 1, the transmission mechanism
14 includes a damper 22 operably coupled to a crankshaft 20
that is an output shaft of an engine 18 and absorbing pulsation
due to torque fluctuations etc., from the engine 18; an input
shaft 24 rotationally driven via the damper 22 by the engine
18; a first electric motor MG1; a planetary gear device 26
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6

acting as a power distribution mechanism; and a second elec-
tric motor MG32, in a transaxle (T/A) case 16 (hereinafter, the
case 16) acting as a non-rotating member attached to a vehicle
body, in series from the side of the engine 18 that is, for
example, an internal combustion engine such as a gasoline
engine and a diesel engine acting as a drive force source for
running. The transmission mechanism 14 additionally
includes a torque limiter device 28 disposed between the first
electric motor MG1 and the planetary gear device 26 in the
direction of a shaft center C1 (see FI1G. 3) of the input shatt 24
s0 as to enable transmission of torque within a predetermined
torque range therebetween.

The power transmission device 12 is preferably used for
example, an FF (front-engine front-drive) type vehicle with
the power transmission device 12 transversely placed in the
vehicle 10 and includes the transmission mechanism 14, a
counter gear pair 32 having one gear made up of an output
gear 30 acting as an output rotating member of the transmis-
sion mechanism 14, a final gear pair 34, a differential gear
device (final reduction gear) 36, and a pair of axles 38, etc.
The power of the engine 18 is sequentially transmitted via the
transmission mechanism 14, the counter gear pair 32, the final
gear pair 34, the differential gear device (final reduction gear)
36, and the pair of the axles 38, etc., to a pair of drive wheels
40 (see FI1G. 5).

The input shaft 24 is rotatably supported at both ends by
ball bearings 42 and 44 and is rotationally driven by the
engine 18 since one end is coupled via the damper 22 to the
engine 18. The other end is coupled to an oil pump 46 acting
as a lubrication oil supplying device and the oil pump 46 is
rotationally driven by rotationally driving the input shaft 24,
supplying lubrication oil to the portions of the power trans-
mission device 12 such as the planetary gear device 26, the
counter gear pair 32, the final gear pair 34, and the ball
bearings 42 and 44.

The planetary gear device 26 is a single pinion type plan-
etary gear device having a predetermined gear ratio p and
includes a sun gear S, a pinion gear P, a carrier CA supporting
the pinion gear P in a rotatable and revolvable manner, and a
ring gear R engaging via the pinion gear P with the sun gear
S, as rotating elements. When ZS denotes the number of teeth
of the sun gear S and ZR denotes the number of teeth of the
ring gear R, the gear ratio p is ZS/ZR. The planetary gear
device 26 is a mechanical mechanism mechanically distrib-
uting the output of the engine 18 transmitted to the input shaft
24 and distributes the power of the engine 18 to the first
electric motor MG1 and the output gear 30. Therefore, in this
planetary gear device 26, the carrier CA is coupled to the
input shaft 24, i.e., the engine 18 in a power transmittable
manner; the sun gear S is coupled to the first electric motor
MG1 in a power transmittable manner; and the ring gear R is
coupled to the output gear 30. Since the three rotating ele-
ments of the planetary gear device 26, i.e., the sun gear S, the
carrier CA, and the ring gear R are allowed to rotate relative
to each other and are put into a differential state where a
differential action is made operative, i.e., the differential
action is achieved, the output of the engine 18 is distributed to
the first electric motor MG1 and the output gear 30, and since
the first electric motor MG1 generates electricity from the
output of the engine 18 distributed to the first electric motor
MGT1 and the generated electric energy is accumulated or the
second electric motor MG2 is rotationally driven by the elec-
tric energy, the transmission mechanism 14 is put into, for
example, a stepless shifting state (electric (NT state), func-
tioning as an electric stepless transmission with the rotation
of the output gear 30 continuously varied regardless of a
predetermined rotation of the engine 18.
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As described above, the transmission mechanism 14 is an
electric differential portion, i.e., an electric stepless transmis-
sion, having the planetary gear device 26 as a differential
mechanism coupled to the engine 18 in a power transmittable
manner and the first electric motor MG1 as a differential
electric motor coupled to the planetary gear device 26 in a
power transmittable manner such that the differential state of
the planetary gear device 26 is controlled by controlling the
operating state of the first electric motor MG1. The transmis-
sion mechanism 14 includes the second electric motor MG2
operably coupled to and integrally rotating with the output
gear 30 so as to function as a drive force source for running.
Therefore, the second electric motor MG?2 is an electric motor
for running coupled to the drive wheels 40 in a power trans-
mittable manner. Although the first electric motor MG1 and
the second electric motor MG2 of this embodiment are so-
called motor generators also having an electric generation
function, the first electric motor MG1 at least has a generator
(electric generation) function for generating a reactive force
and the second electric motor MG2 at least has a motor
(electric motor) function for outputting a drive force as a drive
force source for running. The transmission mechanism 14
configured as described above allows the planetary gear
device 26 to function as a transmission and makes up a power
transmission device capable of motor running.

FIG. 2 is a collinear diagram capable of representing the
relative relationships of the rotation speeds of the rotating
elements in the transmission mechanism 14 on straight lines.
The collinear diagram of FIG. 2 represents two-dimensional
coordinates defined by a horizontal axis indicative of a rela-
tionship of the gear ratio p of the planetary gear device 26 and
a vertical axis indicative of a relative rotation speed; a hori-
zontal line X1 indicates a zero rotation speed; and a horizontal
line X2 indicates a rotation speed “1.0”, i.e., a rotation speed
N of the engine 18 operably coupled to the input shaft 24.

Three vertical lines Y1, Y2, and Y3 corresponding to the
three rotating elements of the planetary gear device 26 mak-
ing up the transmission mechanism 14 indicate relative rota-
tion speeds of the sun gear S corresponding to a second
rotating element RE2, the carrier CA corresponding to a first
rotating element RE1, and the ring gear R corresponding to
the third rotating element RE3 in the order from left to right,
and the intervals thereof are determined depending on the
gear ratio p of the planetary gear device 26. In particular, in
the relationship between the vertical axes of the collinear
diagram, when an interval corresponding to “1” is defined
between a sun gear and a carrier, an interval corresponding to
the gear ratio p of a planetary gear device is defined between
the carrier and a ring gear. Therefore, in the case of the
transmission mechanism 14, the interval corresponding to
“1” is set between the vertical lines Y1 and Y2, and the
interval between the vertical lines Y2 and Y3 is set to the
interval corresponding to the gear ratio p.

When the transmission mechanism 14 of this embodiment
is represented by using the collinear diagram of FIG. 2, the
first rotating element RE1 (the carrier CA) of the planetary
gear device 26 is coupled to the input shaft 24, i.e., the engine
18 in a power transmittable manner; the second rotating ele-
ment RE2 (the sun gear 5) is coupled via the torque limiter
device 28 to the first electric motor MG1 in a power transmit-
table manner; and the third rotating element RE3 (the ring
gear R) is coupled to the output gear 30 and the second
electric motor MG2 and coupled to the drive wheels 40 in a
power transmittable manner such that the rotation of the input
shaft 24 is transmitted via the output gear 30 to the drive
wheels 40. A diagonal straight line L0 passing through the
intersection point of Y2 and X2 indicates the relationship
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between the rotation speed of the sun gear S and the rotation
speed of the ring gear R. For example, the transmission
mechanism 14 (the planetary gear device 26) allows the first
rotating element RE1 to the third rotating element RE3 to
rotate relative to each other to achieve the differential state
and, if the rotation speed of the ring gear R indicated by the
intersecting point between the line 1.0 and the vertical line Y3
is restricted and kept substantially constant by the vehicle
speed V, when a rotation speed N, ,; of the first electric motor
MG1 is controlled to increase or decrease the rotation speed
of'the sun gear S indicated by the intersecting point between
the line L0 and the vertical line Y1, the rotation speed of the
carrier CA indicated by the intersecting point between the
line .0 and the vertical line Y2, i.e., the engine rotation speed
N, is increased or decreased.

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of a main portion of the
torque limiter device 28. In FIG. 3, the torque limiter device
28 includes a cover member 50 having, for example, an annu-
lar plate-shaped wall portion 50a having an inner circumfer-
ential portion spline-fitted to an outer circumferential surface
of one end portion 48 of the sun gear S non-rotatably around
the shaft center C1 of the input shaft 24, a cylindrical portion
505 projected from an outer circumferential portion of the
wall portion 50a toward a partition wall 52; and an annular
plate-shaped outer circumferential wall portion 50¢ projected
circumferentially continuously and radially inward from one
end portion of the cylindrical portion 505 closer to the parti-
tion wall 52. The torque limiter device 28 is an annular plate-
shaped member having an inner circumferential portion
spline-fitted to an outer circumferential surface of an output
shaft 56 of the first electric motor MG1 non-rotatably around
the shaft center C1 between a ball bearing 54 and the sun gear
S in the shaft center C1 direction, for example, and the torque
limiter device 28 has a plate member 58 having an outer
circumferential portion disposed between the wall portion
50a and the outer circumferential wall portion 50c¢ of the
cover member 50 in the shaft center C1 direction, a pair of
friction materials 60 fixed to the outer circumferential portion
on the both side surfaces of the plate member 58, and a disk
spring 64 disposed on the side opposite to the wall portion 50a
of the cover member 50 relative to the plate member 58 such
that the plate member 58 is biased via an annular plate-shaped
pressing member 62 toward the wall portion 504 of the cover
member 50. In this embodiment, one of the cover member 50
and the plate member 58 corresponds to a first rotating mem-
ber and the other corresponds to a second rotating member.

The torque limiter device 28 configured as described above
is disposed between the first electric motor MG1 and the
second rotating element RE2 (the sun gear S) such that the sun
gear S of the planetary gear device 26 is coupled to the cover
member 50 in a power transmittable manner while the first
electric motor MG1 is coupled to the plate member 58 in a
power transmittable manner. While the torque limiter device
28 transmits torque between the sun gear S of the planetary
gear device 26 and the output shaft 56 of the first electric
motor MG1 through the friction via the friction materials 60
between the cover member 50 and the plate member 58, if a
torque difference between the cover member 50 and the plate
member 58 exceeds a torque difference defined in advance,
the cover member 50 and the plate member 58 slip on each
other to suppress the torque transmission between the sun
gear S of the planetary gear device 26 and the output shaft 56
of'the first electric motor MG1. Therefore, the torque limiter
device 28 blocks the transmission of a torque amount exceed-
ing a predetermined torque defined in advance with the opera-
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tion involving differential rotation (i.e., by allowing the dif-
ferential rotation) between the cover member 50 and the plate
member 58.

FIG. 4 exemplarily illustrates signals input to an electronic
control device 80 including a control device of the power
transmission device 12 and signals output from the electronic
control device 80. The electronic control device 80 includes a
so-called microcomputer made up ofa CPU, aROM, a RAM,
and an [/O interface, for example, and executes signal pro-
cesses in accordance with programs stored in advance in the
ROM, while utilizing a temporary storage function of the
RAM, to provide vehicle control such as hybrid drive control
related to the engine 18, the first electric motor MG1, the
second electric motor MG2, etc.

The electronic control device 80 is supplied, from sensors,
switches, etc., as depicted in FIG. 4, with a signal indicative of
an engine water temperature TH;, a signal indicative of a
shift position P, of a shift lever, a signal indicative of the
engine rotation speed N that is the rotation speed of the
engine 18, a signal indicative of the presence of a switch
operation for setting a motor running (EV running) mode, a
signal indicative of a vehicle speed V corresponding to an
output rotation speed N, that is the rotation speed of the
output gear 30, a signal indicative of a foot brake operation, a
signal indicative of an accelerator opening degree Acc that is
an amount of an accelerator pedal operation corresponding to
an acceleration request of a driver (user) to the vehicle 10, a
signal indicative of a throttle valve opening degree 0, of an
electronic throttle valve, a signal indicative of longitudinal
acceleration G of the vehicle, a signal indicative of an MG1
rotation speed N, that is the rotation speed N, ,, of the first
electric motor MG, a signal indicative of an MG2 rotation
speed N, ,, that is the rotation speed N, ,, of the second electric
motor M2, a signal indicative of a charging state (charging
capacity) SOC of an electric storage device 68 calculated
based on an electric storage device temperature THy,, an
charging/discharging current 1, and a voltage V- of the
electric storage device 68 (see FIG. 5), etc.

The electronic control device 80 outputs control signals to
an engine output control device 70 (see FIG. 5) controlling
engine output, for example, a drive signal to a throttle actuator
operating the throttle valve opening degree 0., of the elec-
tronic throttle valve, a fuel supply amount signal controlling
a fuel supply amount from a fuel injection device, an ignition
signal giving a command for the timing of ignition of the
engine 18 by an ignition device, command signals to an
inverter 66 (see FIG. 5) controlling the operations of the first
electric motor MG1 and the second electric motor MG?2, etc.

The electric storage device 68 depicted in FIG. 5 described
later is a chargeable/dischargeable direct-current power
source and consists of a secondary battery such as nickel-
hydride and lithium-ion, for example. Specifically, during
vehicle acceleration running, electric energy (electric power)
is generated by the first electric motor MG1 when taking a
reaction force to the output of the engine 18 and is accumu-
lated through the inverter 66 into the electric storage device
68. At the time of regenerative braking during vehicle decel-
eration running, electric power generated by the second elec-
tric motor MG2 is accumulated through the inverter 66 into
the electric storage device 68. During motor running using the
second electric motor MG2, the electric power accumulated
in the electric storage device 68 is supplied through the
inverter 66 to the second electric motor MG2.

FIG. 5 is a functional block diagram for explaining a main
portion of the control function of the electronic control device
80. In FIG. 5, a hybrid control portion, i.e., a hybrid control
means 82 has, for example, a function as an engine drive
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control means controlling the drive of the engine 18 through
the engine output control device 70 and a function as an
electric motor operation control means controlling the opera-
tions of the first electric motor MG1 and the second electric
motor MG2 as a drive force source or an electric generator
through the inverter 66, and provides control of the hybrid
drive by the engine 18, the first electric motor MG1, and the
second electric motor MG2 through these control functions.

Specifically, while operating the engine 18 in an efficient
operation range, the hybrid control means 82 changes the
drive force distribution between the engine 18 and the second
electric motor MG2 and the reaction force due to the electric
generation by the first electric motor MG1 to the optimum
state to control the gear ratio 80 of the transmission mecha-
nism 14 acting as an electric stepless transmission. For
example, for a running vehicle speed V ata time point, a target
(request) output (user request power) of the vehicle 10 is
calculated from the accelerator opening degree A consid-
ered as an output power request amount of a driver and the
vehicle speed V; a necessary total target output is calculated
from the target output and a charge request amount (charge
request power); and a target engine output (request engine
output, engine request power) P.* is calculated such that the
total target output is acquired in consideration of a transmis-
sion loss, an accessory load, an assist torque of the second
electric motor MGG2, etc., to control the engine 18 and control
the output and the electric generation of the first electric
motor MG1 and the second electric motor MG2 so as to
achieve the engine rotation speed N and the output torque
(engine torque) T of the engine 18 for acquiring the target
engine output P*.

In other words, the hybrid control means 82 provides the
control of the engine 18, the first electric motor MG1, and the
second electric motor MG2 for the purpose of improvements
in power performance, fuel consumption and the like. In such
hybrid control, the transmission mechanism 14 is driven to
function as an electric stepless transmission to match the
engine rotation speed N determined for operating the engine
18 in an efficient operation range with the output rotation
speed N, determined by the vehicle speed V etc. Therefore,
the hybrid control means 82 preliminarily stores an optimal
fuel consumption rate curve L (fuel consumption map, opti-
mal fuel consumption line) that is a kind of well-known
operation curve of the engine 18 as represented by, for
example, a broken line of FIG. 6 empirically obtained in
advance so as to satisfy both the drivability (power perfor-
mance) and the fuel consumption property (fuel consumption
performance) during running with stepless transmission in
the two-dimensional coordinates made up of the engine rota-
tion speed N and the engine torque T, for example. The
hybrid control means 82 determines target values of the
engine torque T and the engine rotation speed N for gener-
ating the target engine output P * necessary for satisfying, for
example, the total target output such that the engine 18 is
operated while an engine operation point P, i.e., an opera-
tion point of the engine 18, is moved along the optimal fuel
consumption rate curve L, and the hybrid control means 82
provides the output control of the engine 18 while controlling
the gear ratio y0 of the transmission mechanism 14 in a
stepless manner within the available variation range so as to
acquire the target values. The engine operation point P, is an
operation point indicative of the operation state of the engine
18 in the two-dimensional coordinates with a coordinate axis
of a state amount indicative of the operation state of the
engine 18 exemplarily illustrated by the engine rotation speed
Ny and the engine torque T,. In this embodiment, for
example, fuel consumption is a running distance per unit fuel
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consumption, a fuel consumption rate (=fuel consumption/
drive wheel output) of a vehicle as a whole, etc.

In this case, since the hybrid control means 82 supplies, for
example, the electric energy generated by the first electric
motor MG1 through the inverter 66 to the electric storage
device 68 and the second electric motor MGG2, a main portion
of the power of the engine 18 is mechanically transmitted to
the output gear 30 while a portion of the power of the engine
18 is consumed for the electric generation of the first electric
motor MG1 and converted into electric energy; the electric
energy is supplied through the inverter 66 to the second elec-
tric motor MG2; the second electric motor MG2 is driven by
the electric energy; and a drive force output from the second
electric motor MG?2 is transmitted to the output gear 30. The
equipment related to the electric energy from the generation
by the first electric motor MG1 responsible for the electric
generation to the consumption by the second electric motor
MG?2 responsible for the driving makes up an electric path
from the conversion of a portion of the power of the engine 18
into electric energy to the conversion of the electric energy
into mechanical energy.

The hybrid control means 82 can provide so-called torque
assist for complementing the power of the engine 18 by
supplying the electric energy from the first electric motor
MG1 and/or the electric energy from the electric storage
device 68 through the electric path described above to the
second electric motor MG2 to drive the second electric motor
MG?2 and apply a torque to the drive wheels 40 during the
engine running using the engine 18 as the drive force source.

The hybrid control means 82 can perform the motor run-
ning (EV running) using only the second electric motor MG2
as the drive force source by driving the second electric motor
MG?2 with the electric power from the electric storage device
68 while the operation of the engine 18 is stopped. For
example, the EV running by the hybrid control means 82 is
performed in a relatively lower output torque T, range, i.e.,
a lower engine torque T range generally considered as hav-
ing poor engine efficiency as compared to a higher torque
range, or in a relatively lower vehicle speed range of the
vehicle speed V, i.e., a lower load range. During the EV
running, the hybrid control means 82 achieves a no-load state
to idle the first electric motor MG1, for example, and main-
tains the engine rotation speed N at zero or substantially zero
as needed through the differential action of the transmission
mechanism 14 so as to suppress the drag of the non-operating
engine 18 and improve the fuel consumption. Therefore, the
hybrid control means 82 not only simply stops the operation
of'the engine 18 but also stops the rotation (rotational drive) of
the engine 18 during the EV running.

The hybrid control means 82 functionally includes an
engine start control means starting (activating) the engine 18
during vehicle stop or during the EV running. For example,
the hybrid control means 82 applies a current to the first
electric motor MG1 during vehicle stop or during the EV
running to raise the MG1 rotation speed N, ,,; and generate a
predetermined engine starting torque, i.e., a cranking torque
T, cr, for rotationally driving the engine rotation speed N
equal to or greater than a predetermined rotation speed N/
enabling the complete explosion, and the hybrid control
means 82 supplies (injects) fuel with a fuel injection device
and ignites the fuel with an ignition device at the predeter-
mined rotation speed N;' or higher, for example, the engine
rotation speed N enabling autonomous rotation equal to or
greater than an idle rotation speed, to start the engine 18. In
this way, the first electric motor MG1 is allowed to function as
a starting motor (starter) for rotationally driving the engine 18
at the start of the engine.
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The transmission mechanism 14 of this embodiment is
disposed with the torque limiter device 28 and if the torque
limiter device 28 is operated due to input of excessive torque,
the members of the power transmission device 12 are pre-
vented from retaining excessive torsion, for example, and the
durability of components is improved. FIG. 7 is a diagram of
an example depicted on a collinear diagram in the case of
input of an excessive engine explosion torque, for example,
and FIG. 8 is a diagram of an example depicted on a collinear
diagram in the case of sudden braking of the vehicle 10, for
example. In FIGS. 7 and 8, FIGS. 7(a) and 8(a) are diagrams
of'a non-operating state when the torque limiter device 28 is
not in operation and FIGS. 7(b) and 8(5) are diagrams of an
operating state when the torque limiter device 28 is in opera-
tion. Therefore, if the excessive torque is input, the torque
limiter device 28 is operated and a shift is made from FIGS.
7(a) and 8(a) to FIGS. 7(b) and 8(b) to prevent the members
of'the power transmission device 12 from retaining excessive
torsion, for example.

On the other hand, during operation of the torque limiter
device 28, a rotation speed difference AN is generated
between the cover member 50 and the plate member 58 and
friction heat is generated between the cover member 50 and
the friction materials 60 and between the pressing member 62
and the friction materials 60, for example. Therefore, the
strength design of the friction materials 60 must be performed
to achieve a heat capacity resistant to a generated heat quan-
tity of the friction heat generated during operation of the
torque limiter device 28. From another point of view, if the
generated heat quantity can be reduced, the design heat
capacity of the torque limiter device 28 can be made smaller
and, for example, the cost of the torque limiter device 28 can
be reduced. However, the generated heat quantity is depen-
dent on magnitude of the rotation speed difference AN during
operation of the torque limiter device 28 and an operating
time of the torque limiter device 28, for example, and the
magnitude of the rotation speed difference AN and the oper-
ating time are dependent on magnitude and duration time of
input excessive torque. Since the excessive torque is depen-
dent on, for example, a vehicle running state (a way of run-
ning) of the vehicle 10, such as how the brake pedal is pressed,
and environmental characteristics, such as output variations
due to the engine water temperature THy,, it is difficult to
reduce the generated heat quantity.

Therefore, in this embodiment, to suppress the magnitude
of'the rotation speed difference AN and the operating time of
the torque limiter device 28, for example, when the rotation
speed difference AN is generated between the cover member
50 and the plate member 58 due to operation of the torque
limiter device 28, the first electric motor MG1 is operated
such that the rotation speed difference AN is suppressed. The
rotation speed difference AN is a rotation speed difference
between the rotation speed of the cover member 50 and the
rotation speed of the plate member 58 and is, for example, a
rotation speed difference AN (=N4~N,,,) between the rota-
tion speed of the sun gear S of the planetary gear device 26
(sun gear rotation speed N ;) acting as the rotation speed of the
cover member 50 and the MG1 rotation speed N, ,, acting as
the rotation speed of the plate member 58.

More specifically, returning to FIG. 5, an estimated rota-
tion speed calculating portion, i.e., an estimated rotation
speed calculating means 84, calculates an estimated value
(estimated sun gear rotation speed) Nges of the sun gear
rotation speed N based on the actual engine rotation speed
N and the MG2 rotation speed N, ,, from a correlation equa-
tion of the rotation speeds of the first rotation element RE1 to
the third rotation element RE3 in the planetary gear device 26
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as expressed by Equation (1), for example. Equation (1) uses
the engine rotation speed N as the rotation speed of the first
rotation element RE1 (carrier CA) and the MG2 rotation
speed N, ,, as the rotation speed of the third rotation element
RE3 (ring gear R) to calculate the estimated value N es of the
sun gear rotation speed N, which is the rotation speed of the
second rotation element RE2 (sun gear S). When the torque
limiter device 28 is not in operation, the MG1 rotation speed
N, can be used as the sun gear rotation speed N; however,
when the torque limiter device 28 is in operation, the rotation
speed difference AN is generated between the sun gear rota-
tion speed N and the MG1 rotation speed N, ,, and, therefore,
the estimated sun gear rotation speed Nes is calculated from
Equation (1). From another point of view, the estimated sun
gear rotation speed Nges is an estimated value (estimated
MG rotation speed) N, ,es of the MG1 rotation speed N, ,
when it is considered that the torque limiter device 28 is notin
operation. Therefore, the operation of the torque limiter
device 28 can be determined from the consistency between
the calculated estimated sun gear rotation speed Nes (esti-
mated MG1 rotation speed N, es) and the MG1 rotation
speed N, ,, actually detected by a sensor (actual MG1 rotation
speed N, /).

Nses=(1+p)Ng=Nar)/ P M

A limiter operation determining portion, i.e., a limiter
operation determining means 86, determines the operation of
the torque limiter device 28, for example, based on an esti-
mated rotation speed difference ANes (=N es-N,,, ) between
the actual MG1 rotation speed N, , and the estimated sun gear
rotation speed Nges calculated by the estimated rotation
speed calculating means 84, i.e., based on the estimated rota-
tion speed difference ANes (=N, ,es-N,,) between the
actual MG1 rotation speed N, ,; and the estimated MG1 rota-
tion speed N, , es. Specifically, if the estimated rotation speed
difference ANes exceeds a predetermined rotation speed dif-
ference AN' obtained and set empirically or in design in
advance for determining that the torque limiter device 28 is in
operation, the limiter operation determining means 86 deter-
mines that the torque limiter device 28 is in operation. On the
other hand, if the estimated rotation speed difference ANes is
equal to or less than the predetermined rotation speed difter-
ence AN', the limiter operation determining means 86 deter-
mines that the torque limiter device 28 is not in operation.

For example, if the limiter operation determining means 86
determines that the torque limiter device 28 is in operation,
the hybrid control means 82 operates the first electric motor
MGT1 such that the actual MG1 rotation speed N, ,, is turned to
the estimated sun gear rotation speed Nes (estimated MG1
rotation speed N, es) calculated by the estimated rotation
speed calculating means 84, i.e., the estimated rotation speed
difference ANes is suppressed toward zero (e.g., the estimated
rotation speed difference ANes is turned to zero). Therefore,
the hybrid control means 82 sets the estimated MG1 rotation
speed N, es when it is considered that the torque limiter
device 28 is not in operation, as a command value (MG1
rotation speed command value) of a rotation speed command
of the first electric motor MG1 so as to suppress the rotation
speed difference AN during operation of the torque limiter
device 28 and the operating time of the torque limiter device
28. The operation of the first electric motor MG1 in this case
is rotation speed control using the estimated MG1 rotation
speed N,/ es as a target value, for example, and is performed
by suppressing an amount of electric generation (regenera-
tion) in reaction force control (regeneration control) that has
been provided to generate a reaction force to the engine
torque T or by providing power running control for rotation-
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ally driving the first electric motor MG1 instead of the reac-
tion force control. The control form may be switched depend-
ing on magnitude of the estimated rotation speed difference
ANes and, for example, the amount of electric generation
(regeneration) may be suppressed when the estimated rota-
tion speed difference ANes is relatively small while the power
running control may be provided to the first electric motor
MG1 when the estimated rotation speed difference ANes is
relatively large. If it is desired to more promptly turn the
actual MG1 rotation speed N, to the estimated MG1 rota-
tion speed N, ,, es, the power running control may be provided
to the first electric motor MG1.

On the other hand, for example, if the limiter operation
determining means 86 determines that the torque limiter
device 28 is not in operation, the hybrid control means 82
provides the normal control that is the control of the engine
18, the first electric motor MG1, and the second electric motor
MG?2 described above such that the engine 18 is operated
while the engine operation point P, is moved along the
optimal fuel consumption rate curve L as indicated by the
broken line of FIG. 6, for example.

In the configuration of the transmission mechanism 14 of
this embodiment, when the first electric motor MG1 is oper-
ated to suppress the rotation speed difference AN during
operation of the torque limiter device 28, the electric genera-
tion by the first electric motor MG1 is suppressed or the first
electric motor M1 cannot generate electricity because of the
power running of the first electric motor MG1. Therefore, for
example, if the second electric motor M2 is driven to apply
torque to the drive wheels 40 in this state, more electric power
is used from the electric storage device 68 or only the electric
power from the electric storage device 68 is used. Therefore,
in this embodiment, to suppress the power consumption of the
electric storage device 68, when the torque limiter device 28
is in operation, i.e., when the first electric motor MG1 is
operated to suppress the estimated rotation speed difference
ANes, the output of the second electric motor MG2 (e.g.,
MG?2 torque T,,) is suppressed. In other words, for example,
when the torque limiter device 28 is in operation due to the
state of occurrence of excessive torque, the output of the
second electric motor MG2 is suppressed to restrain the
power consumption of the electric storage device 68 while the
vehicle 10 cannot be driven by a torque amount exceeding the
excessive torque (e.g., while originally desired drive torque
cannot be acquired).

Specifically, for example, when the first electric motor
MG1 is operated to suppress the estimated rotation speed
difference ANes, the hybrid control means 82 outputs a drive
command value for the second electric motor MG2 so as to
suppress the MG2 torque T,,,, for example, the assist torque
of the second electric motor MG2.

FIG. 9 is a flowchart for explaining a main portion of the
control operation of the electronic control device 80, i.e., the
control operation for reducing the design heat capacity of the
torque limiter device 28, and is repeatedly executed with an
extremely short cycle time, for example, on the order of few
msec to a few tens of msec.

In FIG. 9, first, at step (hereinafter, step will be omitted)
SA10 corresponding to the estimated rotation speed calculat-
ing means 84, for example, from the correlation equation of
the rotation speeds of the first rotating element RE1 to the
third rotating element RE3 in the planetary gear device 26 as
expressed by Equation (1), the estimated sun gear rotation
speed Nes (estimated MG1 rotation speed M, es) is sequen-
tially calculated based on the actual engine rotation speed N
and the MG2 rotation speed N, ,,. At SA20 corresponding to
the limiter operation determining means 86, it is determined
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whether the torque limiter device 28 is in operation, based on
whether the predetermined rotation speed difference AN' is
exceeded by the estimated rotation speed difference ANes
(=N,nes-N,,, ) between the actual MG1 rotation speed N,
and the estimated MG1 rotation speed N, es calculated at
SA10, for example. If the determination at SA 20 is affirma-
tive, at SA30 corresponding to the hybrid control means 82,
the estimated MG1 rotation speed N, , es calculated at SA10
is set as the M1 rotation speed command value such that the
estimated rotation speed difference ANes is suppressed
toward zero, for example. At SA30, a drive command value
for the second electric motor MG2 may be output such that
the MG2 torque T,,, is suppressed at the same time. On the
other hand, if the determination of SA20 is negative, the
normal control of the engine 18, the first electric motor MG1,
and the second electric motor MG2 is provided at SA40 also
corresponding to the hybrid control means 82 such that the
engine 18 is operated while the engine operation point P, is
moved along the optimal fuel consumption rate curve L as
indicated by the broken line of FIG. 6, for example.

As described above, according to this embodiment, when
the rotation speed difference AN is generated between the
cover member 50 and the plate member 58 due to operation of
the torque limiter device 28, the first electric motor MG1 is
operated to suppress the rotation speed difference AN and,
therefore, for example, the rotation speed difference AN in the
operation state of the torque limiter device 28 can be reduced
or the operating time of the torque limiter device 28 can be
shortened, thereby suppressing the generated heat quantity of
the friction heat generated during operation of the torque
limiter device 28. Therefore, the design heat capacity of the
torque limiter device 28 can be made smaller. As a result, the
strength design of the friction materials 60 of the torque
limiter device 28 can be simplified and the cost of the torque
limiter device 28 can be reduced.

According to this embodiment, since the planetary gear
device 26 is included that has three rotating elements, which
are the first rotating element RE1 coupled to the engine 18 in
a power transmittable manner, the second rotating element
RE2 coupled to the first electric motor MG1 in a power
transmittable manner, and the third rotating element RE3
coupled to the drive wheels 40 (the output gear 30) in a power
transmittable manner, the first electric motor MG1 can be
operated to suppress the rotation speed difference AN during
operation of the torque limiter device 28 without effect of the
inertia of the engine 18 and the generated heat quantity of the
friction heat generated during operation of the torque limiter
device 28 is appropriately suppressed in the power transmis-
sion device 12 including the planetary gear device 26 distrib-
uting the power of the engine 18 to the first electric motor
MG1 side and the drive wheel 40 (the output gear 30) side, for
example.

According to this embodiment, since the torque limiter
device 28 is disposed between the first electric motor MG1
and the second rotating element RE2 of the planetary gear
device 26, i.e., the first electric motor MG1 is coupled via the
torque limiter device 28 to the second rotating element RE2,
the engine torque T input to the torque limiter device 28 is
reduced to p/(1+p) due to the effect of the planetary gear
device 26 as compared to the case of disposing the torque
limiter device 28 between the engine 18 and the first rotating
element RE1 of the planetary gear device 26, for example.
Therefore, the cost of the friction materials 60 of the torque
limiter device 28 dependent on a transmission torque capacity
can be reduced. For example, as compared to the case of
coupling the first electric motor MG1 via the planetary gear
device 26 to one of the cover member 50 and the plate mem-

20

25

30

35

40

45

55

16

ber 58 of the torque limiter device 28 in a power transmittable
manner, the first electric motor MG1 is more easily operated
to suppress the rotation speed difference AN during operation
of the torque limiter device 28.

According to this embodiment, the operation of the torque
limiter device 28 is determined based on the estimated rota-
tion speed difference ANes (=N,, es-N,,,) between the
actual MG1 rotation speed N, ,, and the estimated sun gear
rotation speed Nges (estimated MG1 rotation speed N, es)
calculated from a correlation equation of the rotation speeds
of'the first rotation element RE1 to the third rotation element
RE3 in the planetary gear device 26 as expressed by Equation
(1) described above; if the operation of the torque limiter
device 28 is determined, the first electric motor MG1 is oper-
ated to vary the actual MG1 rotation speed N, to the calcu-
lated estimated MG1 rotation speed N, es; therefore, for
example, whether the torque limiter device 28 is operated is
easily determined; and the first electric motor MG1 can more
appropriately be operated to suppress the rotation speed dif-
ference AN during operation of the torque limiter device 28
toward zero (e.g., to turn the rotation speed difference AN to
7ero).

According to this embodiment, when the first electric
motor MG is operated to suppress the rotation speed differ-
ence AN, the output of the second electric motor MG2 is
suppressed and, therefore, for example, in the power trans-
mission device 12 including the planetary gear device 26
distributing the power of the engine 18 to the first electric
motor MG1 side and the drive wheel 40 side and the second
electric motor MG2 capable of being driven by using the
generated electric power of the first electric motor MG1 gen-
erated from the power of the engine 18, the first electric motor
MGT1 can be operated to suppress the rotation speed difter-
ence AN during operation of the torque limiter device 28
without effect of the inertia of the engine 18 and the generated
heat quantity of the friction heat generated during operation
of the torque limiter device 28 is appropriately suppressed.
While the first electric motor M1 is operated to suppress the
rotation speed difference AN during operation of the torque
limiter device 28, for example, the electric generation by the
first electric motor MG1 is suppressed or the first electric
motor MG1 cannot generate electricity because of the power
running of the first electric motor MG1 and, for example, if
the second electric motor MG?2 is driven in this state, more
electric power is used from the electric storage device 68 or
only the electric power from the electric storage device 68 is
used and, in this regard, since the output from the second
electric motor MG2 is suppressed, the power consumption of
the electric storage device 68 can be suppressed. When the
differential action of the planetary gear device 26 is used for
mechanically transmitting a main portion of the power from
the engine 18 to the drive wheels 40 and for electrically
transmitting the remaining portion of the power from the
engine 18 by using the electric path from the first electric
motor MG1 to the second electric motor MG2 and the electric
storage device 68, the planetary gear device 26 (the transmis-
sion mechanism 14) can be allowed to function as an electric
stepless transmission with a gear ratio changed electrically.

According to this embodiment, since the differential
mechanism is the planetary gear device 26 having three rotat-
ing elements, which are the sun gear S, the carrier CA, and the
ring gear R, and the three rotating elements are the first
rotating element RE1 to the third rotating element RE3, the
differential mechanism is reduced in dimension in the shaft
center direction, for example. The differential mechanism is
simply made up of the planetary gear device 26.
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According to this embodiment, the planetary gear device
26 has the differential state controlled by controlling the
operation state of the first electric motor MG1 and, therefore,
for example, in the power transmission device 12 allowing the
planetary gear device 26 to function as an electric stepless
transmission, the generated heat quantity of the friction heat
generated during operation of the torque limiter device 28 is
appropriately suppressed.

Another embodiment of the present invention will be
described. In the following description, the portions common
to each of the embodiments are denoted by the same reference
numerals and will not be described.

Second Embodiment

As described above, ifthe engine 18 is started (activated) in
the vehicle 10 of this embodiment during vehicle stop or
during the EV running, the MG1 rotation speed N, ,, is raised,
by the hybrid control means 82, to generate the cranking
torque T, cr in the first electric motor MG1 for rotationally
driving the engine rotation speed N equal to or greater than
the predetermined rotation speed N' enabling the complete
explosion and fuel is ignited at the predetermined rotation
speed N' or higher to start the engine 18. For example, if
excessive engine explosion torque is generated at the start of
the engine as described above, the input of the excessive
torque causes the torque limiter device 28 to operate. FIG. 10
is a diagram of an example depicted on a collinear diagram in
the case of input of excessive engine explosion torque at the
start of the engine, for example. In FIG. 10, FIG. 10(a) is a
diagram of a non-operating state when the torque limiter
device 28 is not in operation and FIG. 10(5) is a diagram of an
operating state when the torque limiter device 28 is in opera-
tion. Therefore, if excessive torque is input at the start of the
engine, the torque limiter device 28 is operated and a shift is
made from FIG. 10(a) to FIG. 10(5) to prevent the members
of'the power transmission device 12 from retaining excessive
torsion, for example.

On the other hand, if the torque limiter device 28 is oper-
ated in association with engine explosion (ignition) at the start
of the engine when the cranking torque T, ,,cr is generated in
the first electric motor or MG1 and the engine 18 is rotation-
ally driven by the first electric motor MG1, the first electric
motor MG1 is separated from the engine inertia and, there-
fore, the first electric motor MG1 may run away as indicated
by abroken line of FIG. 10(5). For example, if the first electric
motor MG1 runs away, the rotation speed difference AN
during operation of the torque limiter device 28 may be
increased.

Therefore, in this embodiment, to suppress the runaway of
the first electric motor MG1 at the start of the engine, for
example, when the torque limiter device 28 is in operation,
the output of the first electric motor MG1 for rotationally
driving the engine 18 (MG1 torque is reduced toward zero.

More specifically, FIG. 11 is a functional block diagram for
explaining a main portion of a control function of the elec-
tronic control device 80 and depicts another embodiment
corresponding to the functional block diagram of FIG. 5. In
FIG. 11, an engine start time determining portion, i.e., an
engine start time determining means 88, determines whether
the current vehicle state is set to an engine start mode that is
apredetermined form for starting the engine 18, for example.
Specifically, to determine whether the vehicle state is set to
the engine start mode, the engine start time determining
means 88 determines whether the cranking torque T, cr is
generated in the first electric motor MG1 because the hybrid
control means 82 determines that a predetermined engine
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start condition is satisfied, for example. The hybrid control
means 82 determines that the predetermined engine start con-
dition is satisfied, for example, when the request output
torque T, is increased by the pressing operation of the
accelerator pedal and the vehicle state is changed from a
motor running range to an engine running range, or when
recovery from the well-known fuel-cut operation during
deceleration running with an accelerator turned off is deter-
mined based on the pressing operation of the accelerator
pedal etc., or when it is determined that the actual charging
state SOC is less than a prescribed value based on a signal
indicative of the charging state SOC of the electric storage
device 68 during engine stop in the vehicle stop state, or when
it is determined that the engine 18 or a catalytic device must
be warmed up based on a signal indicative of the engine water
temperature TH ;. or a signal indicative of catalyst tempera-
ture during engine stop in the vehicle stop state. The pre-
scribed value of the charging state SOC is a value determined
in the experiment etc., and stored in advance as a charging
state SOC indicating that the engine 18 must be activated to
charge the electric storage device 68 through the electric
generation of the first electric motor MG1 if the charging state
SOC is less than this prescribed value.

For example, when the engine start time determining
means 88 determines that the vehicle state is set to the engine
start mode, the limiter operation determining means 86 deter-
mines the operation of the torque limiter device 28 based on
whether a predetermine value (predetermined MG1 rotation
speed change rate dN,,,") is exceeded by an actual value
(actual MG1 rotation speed change rate dN, ) of a rotation
speed change rate d(N,, ,; )/dt (MG1 rotation speed change rate
dN, ) of the first electric motor MG1 when the engine 18 is
rotationally driven by the first electric motor MG1, instead of
or in addition to the embodiment described above. For
example, the predetermined MG1 rotation speed change rate
dN, ' is a limiter operation determination value acquired by
adding a predetermined safety margin f in consideration of
variations etc., to a predetermined cranking time MG1 rota-
tion speed change rate dN,, ,,cr empirically obtained and setin
advance as the MG1 rotation speed change rate dN,,, when
the cranking torque T, cr is generated in the first electric
motor MG1 at the start of the engine. This limiter operation
determination value is also an MG1 runaway determination
value for determining whether the first electric motor MG1 is
running away. Specifically, if Equation (2) is satisfied, the
limiter operation. determining means 86 determines that the
torque limiter device 28 is in operation. On the other hand, if
Equation (2) is not yet satisfied, the limiter operation deter-
mining means 86 determines that the torque limiter device 28
is not in operation. The limiter operation determination value
acquired by adding the predetermined safety margin 13 to the
predetermined cranking time MG1 rotation speed change rate
dN,cr is a predetermined MG1 rotation speed change rate
dN,,, based on the cranking torque T, cr, for example, and
may be a value calculated from Equation (3) based on the
cranking torque T, cr, a predetermined drag torque Tf of the
friction materials 60, an axial inertia moment of the first
electric motor MG1, and an adjustment value a (>0).

ANag12dNppcr+B(B>0) ()]

ANy cr+P=(Typcr-TH -0 3)

For example, if the limiter operation determining means 86
determines that the torque limiter device 28 is in operation,
the hybrid control means 82 outputs a drive command value to
the first electric motor MG1 such that the MG1 torque T,,,
for example, the cranking torque T, cr of the first electric



US 9,096,218 B2

19

motor MG1 is turned to zero, and reduces the cranking torque
T, cr toward zero so as to suppress the runaway of the first
electric motor MG1. On the other hand, for example, if the
limiter operation determining means 86 determines that the
torque limiter device 28 is not in operation, the hybrid control
means 82 continues the normal control at the start of the
engine in which the cranking torque T, cr is generated in the
first electric motor M1, i.e., the MG1 rotation speed com-
mand value is set to the predetermined cranking time MG1
rotation speed change rate dN,,, cr, to rotationally drive the
engine 18.

FIG. 12 is a flowchart for explaining a main portion of the
control operation of the electronic control device 80, i.e., the
control operation for suppressing the runaway of the first
electric motor MGG1 at the start of the engine, and is repeatedly
executed with an extremely short cycle time, for example, on
the order of few msec to a few tens of msec.

In FIG. 12, at SB10 corresponding to the engine start time
determining means 88, for example, it is determined whether
the current vehicle state is set to the engine start mode for
starting the engine 18. If the determination at SB10 is nega-
tive, this routine is terminated and if the determination is
positive, it is determined at SB20 corresponding to the limiter
operation determining means 86 whether the torque limiter
device 28 is operated based on whether the predetermined
MG1 rotation speed change rate dN,,,' is exceeded by the
actual MG1 rotation speed change rate dN, ., when the engine
18 is rotationally driven, for example. If the determination at
SB20 is positive, at SB30 corresponding to the hybrid control
means 82, the drive command value to the first electric motor
MG1 is output such that the MG1 torque T,,,, for example,
the cranking torque T, cr of the first electric motor MG1 is
turned to zero, for example. On the other hand, if the deter-
mination at SB20 is negative, at SB40 also corresponding to
the hybrid control means 82, the normal control at the start of
the engine is continued, in which the MG1 rotation speed
command value is set to the predetermined cranking time
MGT rotation speed change rate dN,;, cr to rotationally drive
the engine 18, for example.

As described above, according to this embodiment, for
example, in addition to the effect of the embodiment
described above, when the engine is started by the hybrid
control means 82, if the torque limiter device 28 is in opera-
tion, the MG1 torque T,,, (cranking torque T,,, cr) for rota-
tionally driving the engine 18 is reduced toward zero and,
therefore, for example, although the separation of the first
electric motor MG1 from the engine inertia may cause the
runaway of the first electric motor MG1 if the torque limiter
device 28 is activated in association with engine explosion
(ignition) at the start of the engine when the engine 18 is
rotationally driven by the first electric motor MG1, the reduc-
tion of the MG1 torque T,,, toward zero suppresses the run-
away of the first electric motor MG1 and unnecessary power
consumption is suppressed in the electric storage device 68
supplying electric power to the first electric motor MG1 for
generating the cranking torque T, cr.

According to the present embodiment, at the start of the
engine, the operation of the torque limiter device 28 is deter-
mined based on whether the predetermined MG1 rotation
speed change rate dNa is exceeded by the actual MG1 rotation
speed change rate dN,,, when the engine 18 is rotationally
driven; if the operation of the torque limiter device 28 is
determined, the MG1 torque T, is reduced toward zero; and
therefore, for example, as compared to the case of determin-
ing the operation of the torque limiter device 28 based on the
estimated rotation speed difference ANes between the actual
MG1 rotation speed N,,, and the estimated MG1 rotation
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speed N, es calculated from a correlation equation as
expressed by Equation (1), i.e., for example, as compared to
the determination of the operation using signals indicative of
the actual engine rotation speed N and the MG2 rotation
speed N,,, exchanged through multiplex communication
(e.g., communication between microcomputers repeating
transmission/reception every few tens to hundreds of mS), the
operation can be determined by using the signal concluded by
only the first electric motor MG1, resulting in earlier deter-
mination of the operation of the torque limiter device 28.
Therefore, the runaway of the first electric motor MG1 is
further suppressed and the unnecessary power consumption
is further suppressed in the electric storage device 68 supply-
ing electric power to the first electric motor MG1.

Although the embodiments of the present invention have
been described in detail with reference to the drawings, the
present invention is applied in other forms.

For example, although the transmission mechanism 14
including the planetary gear device 26 (differential mecha-
nism) is exemplarily illustrated as the power transmission
device 12 making up the vehicle 10 to which the present
invention is applied in the embodiments, this is not limitation
and the present invention is applicable to any vehicle power
transmission devices including the torque limiter device 28
and the first electric motor MG1 coupled to one of the cover
member 50 and the plate member 58 of the torque limiter
device 28 in a power transmittable manner. For example, the
present invention is applicable even to a vehicle power trans-
mission device configured such that the torque limiter device
28 is disposed to a power transmission path between a drive
force source and a transmission mechanism in series with the
first electric motor MG1 coupled to a power transmission path
between the drive force source and the torque limiter device
28 in a power transmittable manner. This transmission
mechanism is assumed to be, for example, a planetary gear
type automatic transmission, a belt type continuously vari-
able transmission, and a traction type continuously variable
transmission. The vehicle power transmission device may be
configured such that the second electric motor MG2 acting as
an electric motor for running is additionally included on the
output side of such a transmission mechanism, for example.
In the case of such a vehicle power transmission device,
unlike the case of including the planetary gear device 26, the
first electric motor MG1 is operated to suppress the rotation
speed difference AN during operation of the torque limiter
device 28 without separating the inertia of the drive force
source; however, a certain effect of the present invention, i.e.,
the suppression of the generated heat quantity of the friction
heat generated during operation of the torque limiter device
28 can be acquired.

Although the torque limiter device 28 is disposed between
the first electric motor MG1 and the planetary gear device 26
(the second rotating element RE2 (sun gear S)) in the embodi-
ments, the torque limiter device 28 may be disposed between
the engine 18 and the planetary gear device 26 (the first
rotating element RE1 (carrier CA)), for example. In such a
case, although the effect of reducing the engine torque T,
input to the torque limiter device 28 due to the effect of the
planetary gear device 26 cannot be acquired, a certain effect
of'the present invention, i.e., the suppression of the generated
heat quantity of the friction heat generated during operation
of the torque limiter device 28 can be acquired.

Although the transmission mechanism 14 includes the
planetary gear device 26 as the differential mechanism in the
embodiments, the transmission mechanism may include as
the differential mechanism, for example, a differential gear
device having a pinion rotationally driven by the engine 18
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and a pair of bevel gears engaging with the pinion operably
coupled to the first electric motor MG1 and the output gear
30, instead of the planetary gear device 26. Although the
planetary gear device 26 is a single planetary type, the plan-
etary gear device 26 may be a double planetary type.

Although the planetary gear device 26 has the first rotating
element RE1 coupled to the engine 18 in a power transmit-
table manner as the carrier CA, the second rotating element
RE2 coupled via the torque limiter device 28 to the first
electric motor MG1 in a power transmittable manner as the
sun gear S, and the third rotating element RE3 coupled to the
drive wheels 40 in a power transmittable manner as the ring
gear R in the embodiments, such a form may not necessarily
be achieved. For example, the first rotating element RE1 may
be the sun gear S and the second rotating element RE2 may be
the carrier CA. In other words, the engine 18 may perform
input to the sun gear S and the first electric motor MG1 may
perform input to the carrier CA. In short, the present invention
is applicable as long as the engine 18 and the first electric
motor MG1 are coupled such that the planetary gear device 26
is allowed to function as the differential mechanism.

Although the second electric motor MG2 is directly
coupled to the output gear 30 in the embodiments, the cou-
pling position of the second electric motor MG2 is not limited
to this position and the second electric motor MG2 may
indirectly be coupled via a transmission, a planetary gear
device, an engagement device, etc. The second electric motor
MG2 may not necessarily be included and the present inven-
tion is applicable as long as the first electric motor MG1 is
included.

The described embodiments are merely exemplary
embodiments and the present invention may be implemented
in variously modified and improved forms based on the
knowledge of those skilled in the art.

DESCRIPTION OF REFERENCE NUMERALS

: vehicle power transmission device

: engine (drive force source)

: planetary gear set (differential mechanism)
: torque limiter device

: drive wheels

50: cover member (one of the first rotating member and the

second rotating member)

58: plate member (the other of the first rotating member

and the second rotating member)

80: electronic control device (control device)

MGT: first electric motor (electric motor)

MG?2: second electric motor (electric motor for running)

RE1: first rotating element

RE2: second rotating element

RE3: third rotating element

S: sun gear

CA: carrier

R: ring gear

The invention claimed is:

1. A control device of a vehicle power transmission device
comprising: a torque limiter device blocking transmission of
a torque amount exceeding a predetermined torque with
operation involving differential rotation between a first rotat-
ing member and a second rotating member; and an electric
motor coupled to one of the first rotating member and the
second rotating member in a power transmittable manner; and
a differential mechanism including three rotating elements of
a first rotating element coupled to a drive force source in a
power transmittable manner, a second rotating element
coupled to the electric motor in a power transmittable manner,
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and a third rotating element coupled to drive wheels in a
power transmittable manner, wherein
the torque limiter device is disposed between the electric
motor and the second rotating element, and wherein

when a rotation speed difference is generated between the
first rotating member and the second rotating member
due to the operation of the torque limiter device, the
electric motor is operated so as to suppress the rotation
speed difference.

2. The control device of a vehicle power transmission
device of claim 1, wherein

the operation of the torque limiter device is determined

based on a rotation speed difference between an actual
rotation speed of the electric motor and a rotation speed
of the second rotating element calculated from correla-
tion of rotation speeds of the first to third rotating ele-
ments, and wherein

if the operation of the torque limiter device is determined,

the electric motor is operated such that the actual rota-
tion speed of the electric motor is varied to the calculated
rotation speed of the second rotating element.

3. The control device of a vehicle power transmission
device of claim 1, further comprising an electric motor for
running coupled to the drive wheels in a power transmittable
manner, wherein

when the electric motor is operated so as to suppress the

rotation speed difference, output of the electric motor for
running is suppressed.

4. The control device of a vehicle power transmission
device of claim 2, further comprising an electric motor for
running coupled to the drive wheels in a power transmittable
manner, wherein

when the electric motor is operated so as to suppress the

rotation speed difference, output of the electric motor for
running is suppressed.

5. The control device of a vehicle power transmission
device of claim 1, wherein the differential mechanism is a
planetary gear device having three rotating elements of a sun
gear, a carrier, and a ring gear, and wherein the three rotating
elements are the first to third rotating elements.

6. The control device of a vehicle power transmission
device of claim 2, wherein the differential mechanism is a
planetary gear device having three rotating elements of a sun
gear, a carrier, and a ring gear, and wherein the three rotating
elements are the first to third rotating elements.

7. The control device of a vehicle power transmission
device of claim 3, wherein the differential mechanism is a
planetary gear device having three rotating elements of a sun
gear, a carrier, and a ring gear, and wherein the three rotating
elements are the first to third rotating elements.

8. The control device of a vehicle power transmission
device of claim 1, wherein the differential mechanism has a
differential state controlled by controlling an operating state
of the electric motor.

9. The control device of a vehicle power transmission
device of claim 2, wherein the differential mechanism has a
differential state controlled by controlling an operating state
of the electric motor.

10. The control device of a vehicle power transmission
device of claim 3, wherein the differential mechanism has a
differential state controlled by controlling an operating state
of the electric motor.

11. The control device of a vehicle power transmission
device of claim 1, wherein
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the drive force source is an engine, wherein
the electric motor has a function as a starting motor rota-
tionally driving the engine during start of the engine,
wherein
ifthe torque limiter device is in operation during the startof 3
the engine, an output torque of the electric motor for
rotationally driving the engine is reduced toward zero.
12. The control device of a vehicle power transmission
device of claim 2, wherein
the drive force source is an engine, wherein
the electric motor has a function as a starting motor rota-
tionally driving the engine during start of the engine,
wherein
ifthe torque limiter device is in operation during the start of
the engine, an output torque of the electric motor for
rotationally driving the engine is reduced toward zero.
13. The control device of a vehicle power transmission
device of claim 3, wherein
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the drive force source is an engine, wherein

the electric motor has a function as a starting motor rota-
tionally driving the engine during start of the engine,
wherein

ifthe torque limiter device is in operation during the start of
the engine, an output torque of the electric motor for
rotationally driving the engine is reduced toward zero.

14. The control device of a vehicle power transmission

device of claim 11, wherein

during the start of the engine, the operation of the torque
limiter device is determined based on whether a prede-
termined value is exceeded by an actual value of a rota-
tion speed change rate of the electric motor when the
engine is rotationally driven by the electric motor, and
wherein

if the operation of the torque limiter device is determined,
the output torque of the electric motor is reduced toward
Zero.



